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What makes a park successful?
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Why AARP and Parks?

Placemaking for All Ages

Resources to Make it Happen
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North Dakota’s population is aging

• Ndcompass.org downloaded on 9/7/2021
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North Dakota residents age 45+ think many healthcare issues 
are important, with ‘staying mentally sharp’ topping the list.
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PAYING FOR PRESCRIPTION DRUGS 

DEVELOPING OR MAINTAINING HEALTHY BEHAVIORS

PAYING FOR HEALTHCARE EXPENSES

HAVING MEDICARE BENEFITS AVAILABLE TO YOU IN THE FUTURE

HAVING ADEQUATE HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE

STAYING PHYSICALLY HEALTHY 

STAYING MENTALLY SHARP

Important Healthcare Issues

• I1. For the following list of issues, please indicate how important each is to you personally. (Percent ‘extremely important’ or ‘very important’) (n=722)
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• I1. For the following list of issues, please indicate how important each is to you personally. (Percent ‘extremely 
important’ or ‘very important’) (n=722)

Communities with ‘safe streets’ and ‘affordable housing’ 
are important to many North Dakota residents age 45+. 
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BIKE LANES

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

AFFORDABLE RECREATION

SIDEWALKS

OUTDOOR RECREATION

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

SAFE STREETS

Important Livable Community Features

• I1. For the following list of issues, please indicate how important each is to you personally. (Percent ‘extremely important’ or ‘very 
important’) (n=722)



What are the barriers to making a park or 
space successful?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.
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Ask 

Activate

Amenities

The Three “A’s” of Placemaking
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What does your community want?Ask
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Who can you ask?
Ask

Library

Fire Departments

Chambers of Commerce

Youth Groups

Fitness Clubs

Churches

Park Users
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Which one looks more fun?Activate
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Cadence Matters!
Activate
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Do the Little Things!
Amenities
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Try before you buy!
Amenities

https://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/livable-communities/livable-documents/documents-2019/Pop-Up-Tool-Kit-112119-w-singles.pdf


Resources to Make it Happen!

AARP.org/LivableSubscribe
or 

Text the word Livable to 50757 
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https://cp.email.aarp.org/lc_signup_form


What are you going to try when you get 
back to your park district?
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Questions?

Josh Askvig
AARP ND State Director
jaskvig@aarp.org
701-355-3642

mailto:jaskvig@aarp.org


Audience Q&A Session
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